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The Evolution of Global Al LM Rankings

The Al language model (LM) rankings have changed dozens of times over the last three
years, with the early leaderboard dominated by Chat GPT-4 variants. In March 2024,
Anthropic’s Claude 3 Opus overtook Chat GPT-4 for the first time, ending more than a year
of OpenAl dominance in the rankings. In this new period of intense multi-lab competition,
the margins between #1 and #10 frequently shrink to statistically insignificant differences.
Over the last year, geopolitics has also entered the Al LM picture, with more intensive US-
China rivalry and use of export controls on selected models.
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Historical ranking of top 5 Al language models
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Source: (1-4) Arena.Al. Data as of July 23, 2026. 2023 ranking is from LMSYS and HuggingFace. Ranking is based on user-submitted prompts and relative performance of language
models. Based on over 250 million real conversations and over 3.5 million head-to-head votes.

US & China Dominate Global Al LM Rankings

The US and China effectively have a duopoly in the development of leading Al language
models, driven by: (1) capital access; (2) availability of computational power; (3) data &
ecosystem infrastructure; (4) concentration of technology skills & innovation; and (5)
“frontier” model approach (vs “sovereign” approach adopted by others). While the US
maintains strong leadership over China on frontier performance, Chinese ecosystems have
rapidly closed the gap through extreme architectural and training efficiency.

ArenaAl global ranking of top 40 Al language models

Rank Language model Rank Language model

1. EE= Claude Fable 5 21. E=  Gemini 3.5 Flash Medium
2 B= Claude Opus 4.6 (Thinking) 2. = Claude Opus 4.8
3. EE= Claude Opus 4.7 (Thinking) 23. = Chat GPT 5.5 Instant
4 B= Claude Opus 4.6 24. B= Grok 4.20 Beta Reasoning
5. E= Muse Spark 1.1 25. E=  Gemini 3 Flash
6 B= Claude Opus 4.7 26. B= Claude Opus 4.5 (Thinking)
7 B= Muse Spark 27. BE= Claude Sonnet 4.6
8. E= Gemini 3.1 Pro Preview 28. BE= Grok 4.20 Multi-agent Beta
9. E= Gemini3Pro 29. B GLM 5.1

10. Kimi k3 30. Bl GLM 5.2 (Max)

11.  EE= Chat GPT 5.6 Sol xHigh 31. B Claude Opus 4.5

12.  EE Gemini 3.6 Flash 32. B  Emie5

13.  EE= Claude Opus 4.8 (Thinking) 33. E= Grok 4.5

14. E= Chat GPT 5.5 High 34. B Mimo v2.5 Pro

15. EE= Chat GPT 5.4 High 35. &=  ChatGPT5.4

16. EE ChatGPT5.5 36. I Grok 4.1 (Thinking)

17. B Gemini 3.5 Flash High 37. B  Qwen 3.5 Max Preview

18. EE= Chat GPT 5.2 Chat Latest 38. BE= Claude Sonnet 5 High

19. [l Qwen 3.7 Max Preview 39. Bl Kimik2.6

20. E= Grok 4.20 Beta 4. il Qwen 3.6 Max Preview

Source: (1) Arena.Al. Data as of July 23, 2026. Ranking is based on user-submitted prompts and relative performance of language models. Based on over 250 million real
conversations and over 3.5 million head-to-head votes.
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“Macro stability isn’t everything, but without it, you have nothing.”




	Slide 1

