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From Sea to Shining Sea

250 years of US geographic expansion
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Source: History.com. Wikipedia. US Census Bureau. Britannica. University of Houston Digital History. Donner Summit Historical Society. Pre-1900 figures come from
secondary/popular sources.

No Longer Home, Where the Buffalo Roam
US employment by industry
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Source: 1776 data is historian estimates using census-adjacent research (population and farmer percentages, etc.) 1920 US Census data. 2026 Household Survey. BLS.

Life of Leisure

Average hours in the US work week
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Source: 1776-1930 data is from economic historians’ reconstructions - Robert Whaples, Dora Costa and Atack/Bateman NBER firm-level study. 2026 number is pulled from BLS
which includes the rise in part-time work and the service-sector’s different scheduling patterns.

More Birthdays, Longer Retirement

US population, people US life expectancy, years 2020:

1965:

340 mn E
Immigration & Nationality Act

2010: !
Opioid epidemlc 1 80: yrs

1939-45:
WWII

1803:
Louisiana
Purchase

1790 1826 1876 1926 1976 2026 1880 2026

Source: (1) US Census Bureau. Before 1950, the urban share of total population only included residents living in incorporated places. Data is latest through 2020. 2026 is UN
estimate. (2) Our World in Data. UN. 2026 is American Health Association estimate.
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More Book Clubs, More Traffic

US literacy rate 999, US urbanization rate
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Major drivers:
1) Industrial Revolution
2) The Great Migration

over 95% today (2026) 5% 3) Federal Highway Act
4) The Sunbelt Shift
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Source: (1) US Census Bureau. Before 1950, the urban share of total population only included residents living in incorporated places. Data is latest through 2020. 2026 is UN
estimate. (2) US Census Bureau. NCES. OECD. PIAAC. 2026 is estimate

From Furrowed Fields to Hyperscalers

World'’s largest economies, by GDP
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Source: Maddison Project Database. Angus Maddison. Paul Bairoch’s Estimates. Estimates based on closest available year of data. IMF World Economic Outlook.

Cabins to Condos, Breadlines to Brunch
US GDP per capita, USD thousands
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Source: Louis & Johnston & Samuel H. Williamson, “What was the US GDP then.” BEA. US Census. Inflation adjustment using US Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis CPI data. IMF.
Chained 2017 Dollars. 2026 is Q1 data.

A Camel’s Back of Debt

US federal debt held by the public, % of GDP
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Source: CBO, “Historical Data on Federal Debt Held by the Public”. Department of the Treasury. Federal Reserve.
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“Macro stability isn’t everything, but without it, you have nothing.”
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