
Size: 
• 41 million square miles (2nd largest ocean)
• 21% of the Earth’s total surface
• 29% of the Earth’s ocean’s surface
• Longest coastline of any ocean (70,000 miles, 2x the Pacific Ocean)
• Widest span is Gulf of Guinea to Gulf of Mexico (4,800 miles)
• Narrowest point is Brazil to Liberia (1,770 miles)

Depth / volume:
• Average depth is 12,000 feet (deepest is Puerto Rico Trench at 27,000 feet)
• Roughly 25% of the Earth’s seawater
• Longest mountain range on Earth at 10,000 miles (Mid-Atlantic Ridge)

Bordering states:
• > 50 sovereign countries
• > 2,000 islands & 13 major island sovereign states (i.e., UK, Iceland)
• > 3 billion people (~40% of global population)

Economic weight:
• 43% of global GDP
• 20 of the world’s 30 largest economies
• ~60% of global services trade (dwarfs Pacific Ocean services activity)
• ~50% of global merchandise trade 
• ~22% of global container shipping
• ~18% of global maritime fishing

Notable alliances & agreements:
• NATO: 32 members ($1.4 trillion of military spending)
• EU:  27 members, 450 million people ($23 trillion, or 17%, of global GDP)
• USMCA: 3 members (US-Canada-Mexico); 3rd largest regional FTA
• G7: 6 of 7 members are Atlantic states ($45 trillion of global GDP, ex-Japan)
• AfCFTA:  54 signatories, 1.4 bn people (Africa FTA)
• Mercosur: South Atlantic core custom’s union (Brazil, Argentina, Uruguay, 

Paraguay, Bolivia)
• Five Eyes:  Security alliance; 3 of 5 members are Atlantic states (US, UK, Canada, 

Australia & NZ)
• CARICOM:  15 members; Caribbean integration bloc

THE ATLANTIC OCEAN


	Slide 1

