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Chart of the Day

THE INDIAN OCEAN
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Size:

« 27 million square miles (3" largest ocean)
20% of world’s ocean surface (14% of total surface)
Widest span is South Africa to Australia (6,200 miles)
Only ocean bounded in the North by land
Warmest ocean by surface temperature

Depth / Volume:

* Average depth is 12,300 feet

» Deepest is Java Trench at 24,000 feet

* Roughly 20% of the Earth’s seawater

* Notably shallower and less trench-dominated than the Pacific

Bordering states:

« > 35 sovereign countries (including Red Sea and Persian Gulf littorals)
7 island sovereign states (i.e., Madagascar, Sri Lanka)

Nearly 3 billion people (less than 40% of global total)

India alone accounts for 50% of the basin’s population

Economic weight:

* 11-15% of global GDP

« ~80% of global seaborne oil traverses the Indian Ocean

* Primary transit point for over 85% and 90% of China and India's oil imports, respectively
« ~ 1/3 of global bulk cargo

« ~15% of global fishing capture (20% of global tuna)

Notable alliances & agreements:

* GCC: 6 members, control world's largest energy exports

* IORA: 23 members (maritime security, economic cooperation, sustainability)

« ASEAN: 11 members, 5 bordering Indian Ocean ($4 trillion bloc)

* BRI's maritime component: China's “belt & road” port, shipping and lending network

* Quad: US, Japan, India, Australia (strategic coordination on security, supply chains,
technology & infrastructure)

« AUKUS: Trilateral Australia-UK-US partnership (Australia as strategic center-piece of
submarine program)

« BIMSTEC: 7 members, Bay of Bengal regional association (economy, security)

* Indo-Pacific Framework: 14 members, including the US (trade, supply chains,
economy, sustainability)

* IMEC: India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (trade, chokepoints & transit)
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“Macro stability isn’t everything, but without it, you have nothing.”
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