
Size: 
• 5.4 million square miles (smallest ocean)
• 4% of global ocean surface (2.8% of total surface)
• Widest span is Bering Strait to Fram Strait (2,500 miles)
• Continental shelf covers 53% of the basin (highest of any ocean, complicating territorial 

claims)
• Only 2 major entry & exit points:
➢ Bering Strait:  Pacific entry
➢ Fram Strait:  Atlantic entry

Depth / volume:
• Average depth is 3,400 feet 
• Deepest is Malloy Hole above North Atlantic at 18,200 feet
• Only 1.3% of the Earth’s seawater

Bordering states:
• Only 5 littoral states:  Russia, United States, Canada, Norway & Denmark (Greenland)
• 8 Arctic Council members:  adding Iceland, Sweden and Finland
• Arctic Circle population:  only 4 million (least populous ocean basin)

Impact more strategic than economic:
• Share of global GDP: only 0.5%
• Shipping traffic: up 40% since 2013
• Projected oil reserves: ~13% of global total
• Projected gas reserves: ~30% of global total
• Rare earths & critical minerals:  Formidable untapped supply
• Fishing:  Largest stocks of selected fish (i.e., cod)
• Trans Arctic sub-sea cables: not yet built; would dramatically shorten Asia-Europe    

data flows
• Military strategy: nuclear deterrence, strategic geography, polar trajectory                  

(i.e., shortest path), chokepoints

Notable alliances & agreements:
• Arctic Council: 8 members, 13 observers (region’s central forum)
• NATO: 7 of 8 Arctic Council members are NATO members
• NORAD:  US-Canada aerospace and maritime warning command
• UNCLOS / CLCS:  legal architecture governing extended continental shelf claims 

(competing submissions from Russia, Canada & Denmark)
• Polar Silk Road:  Russia-China Arctic regional partnership
• Central Arctic Ocean Fisheries Agreement:  10 participants, including China,       

Japan & SK (2021)
• Arctic Coast Guard Forum:  practical cooperation layer, including the 2011 Search      

& Rescue Agreement
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